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Gelebrate the “new” year

Welcome to our Advent—Ephiphany email series, where we’ll be providing you with
helpful activities, reflections for you and your families to nourish faith.

Find all of our free advent resources here
Give gifts they can open again and again! Shop now

Week 2: Celebrating
the ""new" year

Remind your families of the beauty of the liturgical "new" year to come!
This week we're focused on sharing the beauty of the liturgical calendar,
as well as how to prepare for Advent, as we journey joyfully!

Learn: What is the liturgical calendar?



http://fusion.smp.org/jc.aspx?d=CWGNSTUEGAAEL75FV5HCYWYXJBGAJHBBCKN6TCBIV7WGBQ2QDDLDD7V36XU5YLPXA7SMBIMEEJ6AB6IMDQN5WVCXWIBY5IJDIOURIOBKGNW2YTAPDRQIAAZICW53UH6LNFVJ7UZRN7VONMI7NPK5YVHDFJHIVWX7KJ6YFJLCIZNHCL67GIZTUL2X5GPTHH3SQRZVU76FO75ZXI7GZYZBQNC3VATUZBB3756P7WBDNOWZAFPP5MWYNQZEIPLM5JBAFMRWQCEM2P7CEQ3RULESYIYBG7Y5UR55EZYHDZES5CL6BQJ3E2OZL3JOMVKZS6RUVAULTOEJDFNNM4HNS235V435NS3I3EA43LUQUS2YNBORFCRH6D5QO%3D%3D%3D
http://fusion.smp.org/jc.aspx?d=CWGFWT4DGAMIN76LO7FSEG5MIBEUYRCWSYOZAU6FRU5VUGOMBTVSQY5A6G7VXL4666KPOBZYXCHO2IDLA36AMLVWWCZVBMQF25MCAQ5JCJOJLGOYKJDIACZGZSQFE3DL2FKX2736FI555VGNQPUGVVKI2V4IVPPC7R72SPSBWAYMZ7HJLW5Q344O5U27NNRNUQKYUNF6DJS6ASA4AWN5GQOPOBMA32ESYZITGYP6KJSDNNNVPSJMQW47SNL67Y6TE4GSCGK3OFDHHOMOG6ENAMSPU67COYJEO2TSKGPI3CL5QX2KTT4MGKFP7KVNZDYNH3VNWFCN7ZYEQSBSLZSOXUECH4Z766FH5UXEQLC576VMJ5YNTEB2WH7B64HQ%3D%3D%3D%3D
http://fusion.smp.org/jc.aspx?d=GWGFWT4DGAOMLP6L76K4KAHDKJEJNDG3UZGEX2ROC3P3AQBXQWKZJQTGRTP53PXYOR7OPEXTAMGEFZBD25NQBGZABS6AAWI2PMEG3S5VGVKRB2TMDF4NUCAIYGCAKNC2PMXGJI6UMVOUS5XG44DSDOLOI3OUIWWV75JH7AQY7S6WUD6GPMWBW27P4OX2YM7HDMJW5ONFXG5CINVVNP2TRY52TKRJPDHHLZ57EKWBT5ZH6I6M4KCFXEQVIMXXD64WZ34GR5HJWB2BJWV4L2CTGJMOJAHUNFCJM3DN3NTARXCRQISJ22U7Q2QX6RHOS3XEHG4X2BXIPHWIPMRNO5SKYP64N6ZFVQPPD4%3D%3D%3D%3D%3D%3D
http://fusion.smp.org/jc.aspx?d=CWGFW34CGAMIN76LO6VZSHCKUESCN23Q2FCMCGGMADXQAGPINCNJIQ23S36XPO5L4466L7MFDLBMADZ4XSDHVAUQMAJNQRRSBAO5W44MFIQTJGKLWAYRYQVQMEGY2ILLXFUMN4PRL2FLU253G4XFVUYMU2QYNI5B6W7TJHYQCXU2TWS3BXIVDNVZLTZT237CFLB4IPVOOJ2HRIVFHN74YYZ4JQ72X4ZVCFKXETY5EZ3TDHPETTFMWJYVCVRSU3SUGL4NGUYKPVD3KJL3UT6V2YNJSF7QLGND46DZW3X25G5T7ETIM3SQ2BNNLMJRU4KPPG44E6NVFT5OMCNXLWFAGPSREW3VX6D3AE%3D%3D%3D%3D%3D%3D

The feast days and holy days that Catholics and other Christians cel

liturgical year, which is different from the calendar year. This shares more about this
beautiful tradition.

Built right into The Catholic Youth Bible®, you'll find a Bible reading plan that correspond
to the Sunday readings of the Bible throughout these seasons. This is an excellent way to

get to know the Bible and the liturgical year at the same time—building Biblical literacy
while deepening one’s faith, something we believe strongly in!
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http://fusion.smp.org/jc.aspx?d=CWGNW3UCGAAINX5FW6MHDUGWS3CGJYBAKGTIMMQH4MHASFBHWQOKUAWL3Z653VPXT7ZP7AA43B4I2IK2QD6A43ECBA3JK3EANWM5AURKAO3MVFQEFERYADJALCAEFMLBUIX2JPF6MZ6V5MPKIX2EYNMDNIOELKLI7QX5KJ2AGPVL55CV3G4C3YP5GN2KCNBR4GW5NJDSIIZNLDGVEG74JA4TNSJUPJ5X2HLKVYXMIHD2YFRBT53ZIOYP5ZAHH5R7HYM53T6PLP4IZLF2VCXWYKUTTXT3XAY7PWLWPIY4J5UYJU5AYSTUIQGGI4R6BOBDE42DIMFG5246G22G5JPNHJFHB7DTV54LJYWKXDCPQFQQ2NPVUAN3LUN4XSE6X2F4JUHMKR7PDT2PX2B5ZVRGQWBX3KS7Q7RZ7DCYL2DMWMA367Y%3D
http://fusion.smp.org/jc.aspx?d=CWGUS34DGAKIJ74LV5CALDBRZOUSNCFWAIAUCCIUN3KGKCM3CFNSAVP7PPO5GN3PM32OMB2QMDVJVLXCCOQCWMANNTUDFFZ5GCQ2YQVOOJQHETZRGA7RQMABAYTVA4HWCWNYUZNZX7TBHLNL7KCU2FKPM2PBBTUFKP5G74U7IAM6IS3Y65XPDIPEJXJM4YRUJDZC46XRNQO3R42LM5EF3UV2I247WAWSDZ4GIZOWKTL6YGLMTI32ZEDEY5STRUEXWNL5E43MX4LTMUL22OO2E7PXW7ZZTJOQT5YRB3CE3WEILLFYROQDXQTUNVYKNK6EPYZ4IIQNUTDUP337EIQU74QLQNBE4Q5BR5SFNNEJ2VVUZP4WJBHGZPRLMZF52HIJCLBNV3RCKQVY2BL674AA%3D%3D%3D%3D
http://fusion.smp.org/jc.aspx?d=CWHEW54CGAKIJ72LWZ4CVDYIQRK2TD4CIAVRLKVYAOKCAEEDSAQNFU773Z2PLTO4TEZ6P7UADRMKMYJO6QM4QONQSCHEYRKIAIWFKWNIIKS4AERXBXU4EUDAAEEGNYBCJAYO2LUMLVP5GLRPOH4UEOZMSJPCJNRACOKP7G3CCNGG2TMYDX5DR46K4GXMXDVWGBZN4SCPEOVNMZUI43R5JH7H6ZILIBFWJ7FPGOEO6O354X5ZHN736DPDFFGJ5WFOZDJIAJC5H3KOBDUPYG6R5V66OGZQVERA2O3AU3KJKNTQOKAPTLLTRUP6BJO7Q4PRJ5E7EGMTLN4NFXZJSIFOTUMXWTRRD5IYU7RSMTMK3O3Q5JNTLHW3QI26HMKOK6ATPMB3PP2MRSKAFOIDRPA66HY%3D
http://fusion.smp.org/jc.aspx?d=CWGFWT4DGAMIN76LO7VSFZ4WSIWBDEFSHHTRJHHA5Y5ENWTRBCSMAEEN77OXV5N4U66D6UEA45RNOQJLFATPACBCV2QWIC46NE4KMUQMHSKVSBBJ2OAQOGCWKAVLNPET4U4F4H4YFQCBP5454SVBSVHDFOHIV6X7KJ64EOL2WTCS4DGG2DEMKPBFHBY3SH4P73E6CCZ7XRISE62WN6JTGOIK2QGGKRXHROHMWCTVO63ERS4NXY2M6KCF3HV23XS3KYJ3P6LGVY5XXR6C5A3NDJ7PIJTECEFES7VKU7LKXATS77P3OHMKN4QUEIJO2Q22ZVP4GYWG6NDTI2OMVHVGJSIPBP25O27Y7UBQ%3D%3D%3D%3D
http://fusion.smp.org/jc.aspx?d=CWGFW34CGAMIN76LO6FXC4RKFWE4SDCMIUMA4RI43TKYVBNYQJ3FLA6L7353VK7HHXS72AIGH33LBC2GYBXOAE2EWCU2KAG7GJOUWKYKX3HGZAVU5HAQODBDVA2QL33FVVKPWSRFNN4DH3RF27G3O3TGTJFHH4V72SP6AFFEZFK2FZRXV72YVT7YUUV5OX3BJMU2DVQB34ZTKJY7S4QMVQ25MRJCZ2XLPV43IWIRF43LXIGH47GIQSUZE3DXKKAXYHVESXOTJ235KJETEH2XF5RANCJ4VMZQMZXDPPFFJN2FTRNW3B3UH53UASTUNBMMUTSG45NKDREQ7A5XXWDKPAVQO47J3QXPD4%3D%3D%3D%3D%3D%3D

C hristmas comes at us like
a steamroller and seems

to start earlier every year.
Christmas store displays go up right after
Halloween, ads about the perfect gift for
the perfect person begin to appear on TV
and in our inboxes, Christmas music begins
to fill the air, and holiday recipes begin
popping up on our social media accounts.
Inevitably, we start thinking about all we
need to do to get ready for Christmas.

by Joanna Dailey

Do we have the right gifts? How will we
celebrate with our family? It is easy to
bypass Advent and skip right to Christmas,
especially in our preparations. But Advent
is an important time to stop, pause, reflect,
and prepare ourselves to celebrate the
birth of the Savior, Emmanuel. Taking

time to incorporate Advent practices into
your classroom can help children keep
Advent and better prepare mentally and
spiritually for Christmas. The following

Cowme. Jo3 Jesus

Set up a prayer table with an Advent wreath and candles ahead of time. Invite
the children to join you around the Advent wreath. Count out how many candles
on your Advent wreath should be lit, based on which week of Advent you use
this prayer service. Light the candles (real or battery-powered) as indicated,
and say the word that corresponds with what each candle symbolizes (peace
for the first candle, hope for the second, joy for the third, love for the fourth).

Leader: Let us begin our prayer with
the Sign of the Cross. (All make Sign
of the Cross.) Let us remember that
we are in the holy presence of God.
(Allow about 10 seconds of silence.)

Leader: We light fthis candle/
these candles] as a sign of
peace [hope, joy, and love].

(Light the appropriate number of
Advent candles. Say the corresponding
Leader: Loving God, heavenly Father, words as you light each candle.)

ou sent your angel to Mary.
’ g 4 All: Come, Lord Jesus
All: Come, Lord Jesus

pages offer a few suggestions. Leader: Jesus is the Light of the

World. May he light our way in
Advent and throughout our lives.

Leader: The Angel Gabriel gave
her the Good News that she would
give birth to your Son, our Savior.

gy
! $80d 10 her, "Dgpy & All: Come, Lord Jesus.
gz All: Come, Lord Jesus.
" Leader: We ask this in the name
of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Leader: We celebrate this Good News
during Advent, and we look forward to
celebrating Jesus' birth this Christmas.

Close by singing an appropriate

All: Come, Lord Jesus Advent song of your choice.

This prayer service i
Guide/Teacher G
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taken from the Advent chapter of the Grade 2 Catechist
n the Discover! Finding Faith in Life program.

The Catholic Children's Bible. p. 1574

Inspire! 7 10

This is a simple prayer service that families
can use throughout the Advent season.

What are some practical ways we can
prepare our hearts for Advent? This
reflection is great for families who are

preparing to make Him room. Learn more
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See even more ideas
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http://fusion.smp.org/jc.aspx?d=CWGMS5UCGAAEL7ZFLM6ZKBACQFKQCLN2MBDICJLDAQEVQBSRPP5O6TKX567ODPA7KAAI2KAEZNNVALCAKNSZKQEOBRUAQYWEFEBRVT2EKXTGMAA2QAEGYQOFQHIWDLHGXH44ZRXCJKXR7Q2IPEZ7CRXHHJZRL7UX7QKLJ33SW7BFYMUCIBFDEWZ2TTZ5MFQKJ46LXVT5XAIUP344G3PZ3DS6SU33LL3WGRNIKXVZYBFH6XHWWROTGK6BTDK4UNNFR2MNUZHTOLBVU7VGVLMMWZTJ4ARJWTSL6STEC2GGMLHURAR5CHAWRWOFBOC6OC3KVDVU7FV7JIIT43WCJJTNQ3KMU3KLP4KJL3IWGUUN2IOLWEB2Q42KKBKKPQA7NT35Z7DPWV7TRVRPB6YH
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http://fusion.smp.org/jc.aspx?d=CWG5W4UCGAKEL7ZFV44MKQCBYJJ3LXBKIYVNIQTZQMAECUBSBVL5X2N7G47K25PW3YZ6OFYQMANBWQ6TK6AIZQCEHIZKBUA3GAK2QKOCGJQIUTCFXI4BQMABAIVVACW6FDR6KMC4LYZE42S2H4YU4ROTRNTCWOAIVYP4X4IRCCNT325ETNBSYXIKRLBEIGDLGBFM7IIE55WRB47ZDUTRW2PJPQPF2K3ZDWCIWLKFJXSBOXGO6CY3NQVINRPWORB3NXG5HEV2PRUKNRM7XRWT5RIEXMP4VIJ7WTPWYZ5ZRHPCZF6T3X3I22WUJ25G2MFPUVIGXCYQCM7XEVIITUXI7AX5MFT2TEBLH2VI4MTWX3PJAI6FT47326DTZ3QXLQ7HSSSBR3MN3YN4DXZ7
http://fusion.smp.org/jc.aspx?d=CWGESU4DGAAIL72LVZ2IIQAJBETVTCSCAUFUYR6GDPIEQACZZNJHB7HPY3J7XXRS54D6IQGHDJLNCAPEGPIASIQYOJWIALSDKXTJIAU5M4FEDXDUIADRBAQDUAOJVIQ35E2JLT7JTCZYEPLVMPAZWO3PBSXBGV7JP7EU6QNE5Q3VOFB4FHXKWFLDRKWSJXF6JD25RT7FGFLISYHWQOF27XRLEWWOS2S7MTDJ4DTKD7BAO3NHD3DLIZ6K6Z3ND5WPKNIMJMLYH2YWUUIVUF2Y4KD5X52FTUFIJG2DVEMJA4KLJ7UCLQZDJRVXW6WFUIGPURNEQJ33SHRHZTASWV6FHQGZJOPCONKLNWTSBNVQDN4VJD7BWCKUG2GZKBF3FW3SC5OS2QHOGVODB6H5AM%3D%3D%3D%3D%3D%3D
http://fusion.smp.org/jc.aspx?d=CWGF234CGAMIL76LPOFZSFAGCQJJGMIGA2TCBSBGPLTWUKNASUGAUGEW7X3XKV7HHEPTSP2AYDARMNWMAWIACHG3WQYZFSGB2GIKCSJ2QMRTHXJWUVU4CANEYMBKQBGO3KHAUUN7TQ5VFMPKVHWZQ3D23G4FFBKU6V7SST5B2EKK7L562RGUHDWFSX35OMILQVH3BHY4HV7RZUA4A2RMRGWXEDW2EW7URFHB7CO6RVJ3E7HQKOLAMO6TMIFLPVGNKYG4VNXCC7XS2GEWWNI6P2M5VZC35RMPVFXOF6DSFD5XSH2XEZ635YKDOEL7KXU73RRI3X43HZ33HEFQ55UIOFGCFCZEUMNNK3YPWBY%3D
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