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A Best Practice: Resources for Our Time (Part XVIII) 
     Since April 2020, in addition to some of our themed issues and/or issues of 
specific best practices, several GEMS issues have looked at some of the many 
resources available today. Many have been related to the times of COVID 
sheltering-at-home. 
 
     Now these resource issues (which are sent once a month – in the middle of 
the month) will continue to look at resources for these days of living post-
pandemic as well as other resources for these times (which can be used in 
adult faith formation), such as: 

 The up-coming liturgical seasons/calendar year  

 Catholic social teaching 

 Formation for an anti-racist society 

 Caring for our common home 
 

 

Some Practices, Resources and Reflections for Pastoral Leaders 
and Faith Formation Leaders 

 How to Lose a First Time Guest in 10 Minutes or Less 

 What Now? A creative tool to help congregations make decisions in 
the age of COVID-19 
 

 Holy Shift: Strategic Thinking for Congregations 

 Imagining a Hybrid Future 
 

 Planning our Regathering 

 Jumpstarting Stewardship 
 

 Two Truths for a Post-Pandemic Church 

 Thriving Beyond Covid: Crisis or Opportunity? 
 

 3 Things that will be True about Growing Churches in the Future 

 The 4 Different Communication Styles and How Each Can Improve 
 
 
 

 

 Summer Plans! 

 7 Qualities a Leader Can’t Afford Not to Have 

 
 
 

Good people turn to love, courage and kindness 
in times of crisis,  

not hate, fear and cruelty. 
 

~ Laurence Overmire 
 

 
 
 
Resources for upcoming feasts/liturgical year/the calendar year 

 An old devotion to the Sacred Heart finds new life 

 Why do Catholics venerate the Sacred Heart of Jesus? 
 

 Faith Reading Camp 

 Celebrating Summer 
 

 Backpack Blessing Kit 

 Beginning of the School Year 
 

 Fall Event - A Festival of Harvest 

 Learning the Church Year 
 
 

 
Resources for the Year of St. Joseph 

 These U.S. cathedrals are the perfect pilgrimage destinations for the 
Year of St. Joseph 

 
 

 

https://careynieuwhof.com/how-to-a-lose-first-time-guest-in-10-minutes-or-less/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Practical+tips+to+creating+an+amazing+first-time-guest+experience%3A&utm_campaign=5%2F16+First+time+guests+and+assessment
https://careynieuwhof.com/how-to-a-lose-first-time-guest-in-10-minutes-or-less/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Practical+tips+to+creating+an+amazing+first-time-guest+experience%3A&utm_campaign=5%2F16+First+time+guests+and+assessment
https://rootedgood.org/resource/whatnow/
https://rootedgood.org/resource/whatnow/
https://www.ecfvp.org/webinars/98/holy-shift-strategic-thinking-for-congregations
https://thecrg.org/resources/Imagining_a_Hybrid_Future?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Post-Pandemic%20Congregational%20Leadership%20Resources%205-2021&utm_id=41361680
https://thecrg.org/resources/Imagining_a_Hybrid_Future?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Post-Pandemic%20Congregational%20Leadership%20Resources%205-2021&utm_id=41361680
https://www.ministryblueprints.com/blog-the-blueprint/2021/5/24/planning-our-regathering?ss_source=sscampaigns&ss_campaign_id=60ac0477506e966559eeeb38&ss_email_id=60ac04cd9f0d9854dd113716&ss_campaign_name=Planning+our+Regathering&ss_campaign_sent_date=2021-05-24T19%3A56%3A16Z
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F-2BJ4DAvkM
https://churchanew.org/blog/posts/jessica-gulseth-two-truths-for-a-post-pandemic-church
https://churchanew.org/blog/posts/jeff-linman-thriving-beyond-covid-crisis-or-opportunity
https://careynieuwhof.com/3-things-that-will-be-true-about-growing-churches-in-the-future/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=3+things+that+will+be+true+about+growing+churches+in+the+future+%28NEW+POST%29&utm_campaign=6%2F7+3+things+that+will+mark+future+churches+and+AOBR
https://careynieuwhof.com/the-4-different-communication-styles-and-how-each-can-improve/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=There+are+4+basic+communication+styles++Which+is+yours%3F&utm_campaign=6%2F6+4+communication+styles
https://careynieuwhof.com/the-4-different-communication-styles-and-how-each-can-improve/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=There+are+4+basic+communication+styles++Which+is+yours%3F&utm_campaign=6%2F6+4+communication+styles
https://www.ministryblueprints.com/blog-the-blueprint/2021/6/7/what-people-are-saying?ss_source=sscampaigns&ss_campaign_id=60be3e43d9667350a1cb2275&ss_email_id=60be624ee9bc36175e856c24&ss_campaign_name=Summer+Plans%21&ss_campaign_sent_date=2021-06-07T18%3A15%3A54Z
https://careynieuwhof.com/7-qualities-a-leader-cant-afford-not-to-have/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=7+essential+qualities+a+leader+worth+following+simply+needs+to+have+%28do+you%3F%29&utm_campaign=6%2F12+7+qualities+and+CPW
https://uscatholic.org/articles/202101/an-old-devotion-to-the-sacred-heart-finds-new-life/
https://uscatholic.org/articles/201906/why-do-catholics-venerate-the-sacred-heart-of-jesus/
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2021/05/faith-reading-camp/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=New+from+Catechist+s+Journey%3A+Faith+Reading+Camp&utm_campaign=CJ+RSS+members
https://godspacelight.com/2021/05/25/celebrating-summer/
https://d24n6vng6mqwkm.cloudfront.net/cc/cc_bpb21/1/preview/preview.pdf
https://d24n6vng6mqwkm.cloudfront.net/guc/guc501/1/preview/Gather%20Us%20In%20-%20Beginning%20of%20the%20School%20Year.pdf
https://pastoral.center/fall-festival-of-harvest
https://pastoral.center/church-year
https://www.osvnews.com/2021/05/14/these-u-s-cathedrals-are-the-perfect-pilgrimage-destinations-for-the-year-of-st-joseph/?utm_campaign=YOSJJune&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://www.osvnews.com/2021/05/14/these-u-s-cathedrals-are-the-perfect-pilgrimage-destinations-for-the-year-of-st-joseph/?utm_campaign=YOSJJune&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
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Resources for Formation Leaders (children, youth and family 
programming) 

 Gather Us In: Tools for Forming Families 

 Fall Learning Centers 
 

 Faithful Celebrations series 

 Faith at Home: Mindfulness 
 

 Faith at Home: Serving Others 

 Faith at Home: Dinner Time 
 

 Faith at Home: Bedtime 

 Mass Transit Cards: Lectionary-based Conversation Starters for 
 Families 
 

 Why Hybrid Is Not Just for Cars and Superhero Movies Anymore: 
 Hybrid Formation & Discipleship Basics 

 

 Why Hybrid Is Not Just for Cars and Superhero Movies Anymore: 
 Equipment to put it all together 

 

 Virtual Learning for Catechesis in a Post-Pandemic World 

 Religious education is broken. It's time to fix our Sunday school 
 culture. 
 

 Faith Formation Beyond the Pandemic (Access Passcode: xe4+tf&*) 

 Confirmation Scavenger Hunt 
 

 Helping Families Explore Faith Practices this Summer 

 Family Faith Formation Resources | Grandparents 
 

 Connecting Home and Church: Awakening Parents to Family 
 Discipleship (June 17 webinar) 

 

 Beatitudes on Film  

 Are we catechizing for knowledge or understanding? 
 

 Ways We Engage with Families for Success 

 

 Six Keys to a More Evangelizing Catechesis: Storytelling 

 Marking Milestones During a Pandemic 
 

 Re-Igniting the Post-Pandemic Church: Whatever You Do, Don’t 
 Return to “Normal”! (June 16 webinar) 

 

 Connecting Home and Church: Awakening Parents to Family 
 Discipleship (June 17 webinar) 

 

 

“Yearning for a new way will not produce it.                                             
Only ending the old way can do that.                                                       

You cannot hold onto the old all the while                                            
declaring that you want something new.                                                                                 

The old will defy the new;                                                                         
the old will deny the new;                                                                           
the old will decry the new.                                                                    

There is only one way to bring in the new.                                                 
You must make room for it.” 

 
~ Neale Donald Walsch. 

 

 

 
 
Resources for Faith Formation Leaders (adult faith formation) 

 Women in Conversation 

 Bringing Home the Gospel: Reflections for Parents on the Gospel  
     Readings 
 

 Faith on the Run: Handouts for Busy Parents 

 Parental Love Is... Handouts/Small Group Sessions for Busy Parents on 
     The Joy of Love 
 

 Restorative Circle Workshop 

 Why Not Soar? (Online retreat) 
 

 The Our Father retreat 

https://pastoral.center/gather-us-in
https://pastoral.center/fall
https://pastoral.center/faithful-celebrations-series
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pY2Uqn__TCE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K870nPRxvD4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eh5bVKJ6jLk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sqK1Vhjb_4w
https://pastoral.center/mass-transit-cards-2021
https://pastoral.center/mass-transit-cards-2021
https://buildfaith.org/hybrid-formation-basics/?mc_cid=ec1464bb14&mc_eid=fe4136306f
https://buildfaith.org/hybrid-formation-basics/?mc_cid=ec1464bb14&mc_eid=fe4136306f
https://buildfaith.org/hybrid-formation-equipment/?mc_cid=e21edcd540&mc_eid=fe4136306f
https://buildfaith.org/hybrid-formation-equipment/?mc_cid=e21edcd540&mc_eid=fe4136306f
https://www.sadlier.com/religion/blog/virtual-learning-for-catechesis-in-a-post-pandemic-world?utm_campaign=Religion&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=129798130&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_u7zv-Yd1NULtR5UGoF7OSvhigi-alwhmJK4B04Ixohbj-hX_Zk4T_XEiF47JbcnkU0CAsNdrEGc9RcFNZ3lmj8WtFqf3x5aN_Vt72kyLwMxHOfro&utm_content=129798130&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2017/01/10/religious-education-broken-its-time-fix-our-sunday-school-culture?fbclid=IwAR3gid9cZKG5BbgEWkrLKMZgOSQ82Wx-4L2lZnDSyEc-nEC5I3htpH7y-dE
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2017/01/10/religious-education-broken-its-time-fix-our-sunday-school-culture?fbclid=IwAR3gid9cZKG5BbgEWkrLKMZgOSQ82Wx-4L2lZnDSyEc-nEC5I3htpH7y-dE
https://zoom.us/rec/share/rjryBSUwt3SdsuQdhWLiTGcpeT3mX6nDzhKVUgOI6f1euWKegm-kH20feUNQ1NY3.5D1lm5NtZuNkV4PV
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2021/06/confirmation-scavenger-hunt/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=New+from+Catechist+s+Journey%3A+Confirmation+Scavenger+Hunt&utm_campaign=CJ+RSS+members
https://network.crcna.org/faith-practices/try-fresh-idea-helping-families-explore-faith-practices-summer
https://network.crcna.org/faith-nurture/family-faith-formation-resources-grandparents
https://ministryspark.com/webinars/connecting-home-church-parents-family-discipleship/?utm_campaign=Ministry%20Spark%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=128711488&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9nIhfhUG0NSp1iG9JDTZkA6RwT0i1ZgJtYV5rkb4hq5gP-A69nAFL1nLweleHVuOO0T6TyFZ-tUKyBPV-LsaTmD_gMsjHOkOLiCIOEOF_kzTvzWd8&utm_content=128711488&utm_source=hs_email
https://ministryspark.com/webinars/connecting-home-church-parents-family-discipleship/?utm_campaign=Ministry%20Spark%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=128711488&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9nIhfhUG0NSp1iG9JDTZkA6RwT0i1ZgJtYV5rkb4hq5gP-A69nAFL1nLweleHVuOO0T6TyFZ-tUKyBPV-LsaTmD_gMsjHOkOLiCIOEOF_kzTvzWd8&utm_content=128711488&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.thinkingfaith.org/tags/beatitudes-film?utm_source=Thinking+Faith&utm_campaign=862bb9b5f0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_20_09_24_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_620a4d7197-862bb9b5f0-68834825&mc_cid=862bb9b5f0&mc_eid=638bc4767c
https://teamrcia.com/2018/12/is-your-rcia-open-all-year-round-are-we-catechizing-for-knowledge-or-understanding/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Does+your+RCIA+team+know+how+to+%22be+with%22%3F&utm_campaign=2021-06-07+Newsletter&vgo_ee=XnzgrZxqZ68rAodcE%2FtFrlxjGR1gWR31WWCDm4D6ge8%3D
https://ministryspark.com/ways-engage-families-success/?utm_campaign=Ministry%20Spark%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=131665402&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_zHQZtqotSv3oWHB5eJfCudw5CXUr0DAcMw4J_xKe6Yzi99pgtwBc3QqUz2GJdPtFEU83KCXKZbQbGz8WgmI2vHiOMz8zdTo9VZa03DomnLATLdkU&utm_content=131665402&utm_source=hs_email
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2021/06/six-keys-to-a-more-evangelizing-catechesis-1-storytelling/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=New+from+Catechist+s+Journey%3A+Six+Keys+to+a+More+Evangelizing+Catechesis%3A+Storytelling&utm_campaign=CJ+RSS+members
https://buildfaith.org/marking-milestones-during-a-pandemic/?mc_cid=f16c99f0e4&mc_eid=fe4136306f
https://loyolapress.ac-page.com/postpandemicchurch?utm_source=cj&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=jpjs-post-pandemic-parish-webinar
https://ministryspark.com/webinars/connecting-home-church-parents-family-discipleship/?utm_campaign=Ministry%20Spark%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=131661841&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9DFU8-1yqd1mL3KdCZB_X0dZwzLMMQwZ29uPARMz1ykEd5F2qhOU3YIZhx-rOKJJoFYsaODlgi9ryKhnapjV6h7jC2PfrNa6GSu6GUZXhAb2VTSzY&utm_content=131661841&utm_source=hs_email
https://ministryspark.com/webinars/connecting-home-church-parents-family-discipleship/?utm_campaign=Ministry%20Spark%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=131661841&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9DFU8-1yqd1mL3KdCZB_X0dZwzLMMQwZ29uPARMz1ykEd5F2qhOU3YIZhx-rOKJJoFYsaODlgi9ryKhnapjV6h7jC2PfrNa6GSu6GUZXhAb2VTSzY&utm_content=131661841&utm_source=hs_email
https://store.renewintl.org/products/women-in-conversation-stand-up?utm_campaign=Women%20in%20Conversation&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=129504624&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--TLSC0L2TEHuGGi7mXfg3gUYdFQMQpD9Y1s9rM-7ktNYGFLcPxqdhj3dTn69DV_GqrMnl5LxeHIMh-JBfugQ52C5q2ve9fOXM17UzIkuXwfTwlVO0&utm_content=129504624&utm_source=hs_email
https://pastoral.center/bringing-home-the-gospel-2021
https://pastoral.center/faith-on-the-run
https://pastoral.center/parental-love-is-eresource
https://network.crcna.org/biblical-justice/restorative-circle-workshop-june-23rd
https://goodgroundpress.com/faith/retreats/why-not-soar/
https://goodgroundpress.com/faith/retreats/our-father/our-father-our-mother/
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 Holy Women, Full of Grace (Online retreat) 

 Tiny Retreat – Hildegard of Bingen, Patron Saint of Green and  
  Growing 
 

 A Biblical Guide to Emerging from Chaos 

 Walking Together in Friendship: A New Resource for Exploring Pope     
     Francis’ Fratelli Tutti 
 

 A Bishop’s RCIA “Cheat Sheet” 

 Why is the new ministry of catechist important for RCIA teams? 
 
 
 

 
Each day I am reborn. Each day I must begin again.                               

For the past eighty years I have started each day                                       
in the same manner.  

                                                                                  
 It is not a mechanical routine but something essential                                  

to my daily life.   
 

    I go to the piano, and I play two preludes and fugues of 
Bach. I cannot think of doing otherwise.                                                                 
It is a sort of benediction on the house.   

 
  But that is not its only meaning for me.                                                                    

It is a rediscovery of the world of which I have the joy                                 
of being a part.                                                                                                  

It fills me with awareness of the wonder of life,                                         
with a feeling of the incredible marvel of being a human being.  

 
The music is never the same for me, never.                                                

Each day is something new, fantastic, unbelievable.  
 

~ Pablo Casals (at age 93) 
 

 
 
 

 

Resources for and about Prayer and Reflection 

 An Interactive Prayer For Acknowledging Our Losses 

 A Morning Prayer 
 

 5 Ways To Meditate When You Can’t Sit Still 

 Walking with Awe 
 

 The Spiritual Practice of Going Barefoot 

 Summer Prayer Tools  
 

 Ordinary Blessings: Prayers, Poems, and Meditations for Everyday 
 Life 

 

 Mini Sabbath Notecards 

 The Life-changing Spiritual Discipline of Wonder 
 

 How We Can Be a Blessing to Others 

 Creating a Centerpiece for Summer Prayer  
 

 A Prayer for When Life Doesn’t Make Sense 

 A Prayer When I Feel Pulled in a Thousand Directions 

 
 
Music 

 The Basin and the Towel  

 May I Suggest  

 Stand By Me 

 
 
Church 

 American Christians must humbly look to global church for solutions 
to decline 

 
 
Liturgy and Sacraments 

 Reflections on the Eucharist 

 It is your face O Lord that I seek, hide not your face 
 

https://goodgroundpress.com/faith/retreats/holy-women-full-of-grace/
https://goodgroundpress.com/faith/retreats/tiny-retreat-hildegard-of-bingen-patron-saint-of-green-and-growing/
https://goodgroundpress.com/faith/retreats/tiny-retreat-hildegard-of-bingen-patron-saint-of-green-and-growing/
https://usml.edu/bible-study/
https://www.catechist.com/walking-together-friendship-new-resource-exploring-pope-francis-fratelli-tutti/?mc_cid=420262e7d1&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://www.catechist.com/walking-together-friendship-new-resource-exploring-pope-francis-fratelli-tutti/?mc_cid=420262e7d1&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://teamrcia.com/2019/04/a-bishops-rcia-cheat-sheet/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Why+is+the+new+ministry+of+catechist+important+for+RCIA+teams%3F&utm_campaign=2021-05-17+Newsletter&vgo_ee=XnzgrZxqZ68rAodcE%2FtFrlxjGR1gWR31WWCDm4D6ge8%3D
https://teamrcia.com/2021/05/why-is-the-new-ministry-of-catechist-important-for-rcia-teams/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Why+is+the+new+ministry+of+catechist+important+for+RCIA+teams%3F&utm_campaign=2021-05-17+Newsletter&vgo_ee=XnzgrZxqZ68rAodcE%2FtFrlxjGR1gWR31WWCDm4D6ge8%3D
https://aprilfiet.com/my-thoughts/an-interactive-prayer-for-acknowledging-our-losses
https://godspacelight.com/2021/05/15/a-morning-prayer/
https://bustedhalo.com/ministry-resources/5-ways-to-meditate-when-you-cant-sit-still
https://godspacelight.com/2020/06/22/meditation-monday-walking-with-awe/
https://godspacelight.com/2019/07/08/meditation-monday-let-your-feet-be-free/
https://godspacelight.com/2018/06/15/freerange-friday-summer-prayer-tools/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/150645061X/ref=x_gr_w_bb_glide_sout?ie=UTF8&tag=x_gr_w_bb_glide_sout-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=150645061X&SubscriptionId=1MGPYB6YW3HWK55XCGG2
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/150645061X/ref=x_gr_w_bb_glide_sout?ie=UTF8&tag=x_gr_w_bb_glide_sout-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=150645061X&SubscriptionId=1MGPYB6YW3HWK55XCGG2
https://www.etsy.com/listing/1029036673/mini-sabbath-notecards-ideas-for-1-3-and?ref=shop_home_active_3&pro=1
https://network.crcna.org/faith-nurture/life-changing-spiritual-discipline-wonder
https://bustedhalo.com/life-culture/how-we-can-be-a-blessing-to-others
https://godspacelight.com/2021/06/04/freerangefriday-creating-a-centerpiece-for-summer-prayer/
https://melanniesvobodasnd.org/prayer-for-when-life-doesnt-make-sense/
http://www.amyekeh.com/blog/2021/6/4/a-prayer-when-i-feel-pulled-in-a-thousand-directions?fbclid=IwAR2z2kSxsNVNZTIgtcFSEisq2bTSm2RoIxOKRNB6UhspxCHnMrzfZnRBjWA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OsSlLiatlTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xIa8JqGI7zc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1w8B1eYRQQ
https://religionnews.com/2021/06/03/american-christians-must-humbly-look-to-global-church-for-solutions-to-decline/
https://religionnews.com/2021/06/03/american-christians-must-humbly-look-to-global-church-for-solutions-to-decline/
https://www.thinkingfaith.org/articles/reflections-eucharist?utm_source=Thinking+Faith&utm_campaign=862bb9b5f0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_20_09_24_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_620a4d7197-862bb9b5f0-68834825&mc_cid=862bb9b5f0&mc_eid=638bc4767c
https://www.thinkingfaith.org/articles/reflections-eucharist?utm_source=Thinking+Faith&utm_campaign=862bb9b5f0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_20_09_24_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_620a4d7197-862bb9b5f0-68834825&mc_cid=862bb9b5f0&mc_eid=638bc4767c
https://www.thinkingfaith.org/articles/%E2%80%98it-your-face-o-lord-i-seek-hide-not-your-face%E2%80%99?utm_source=Thinking+Faith&utm_campaign=862bb9b5f0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_20_09_24_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_620a4d7197-862bb9b5f0-68834825&mc_cid=862bb9b5f0&mc_eid=638bc4767c
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 Finding the body of Christ in different 'spiritual communions' 

 Ars praedicandi: Body and Blood of Christ 
 

 Eucharist is bread of sinners, not reward of saints 

 Handbook for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion – 
 Reflections, Prayers and Practices for Your Journey in 
 Ministry 
 

 Group Reading Guides 
 
 

Catholic Social Teaching 

 Divine revelation leads to revolution 

 The Church Cracked Open: Stewardship of Privilege: Using Your 
 Power as Jesus Used His 

 What Can We Learn from the World’s Most Peaceful Societies? 
 
 
Work toward Anti-Racism  

 Anti-racism work is essential. Why don’t parishes do it? 

 Eight Picture Books for Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) 
 Heritage Month 
 

 Racism and the Catholic Church one year after George Floyd’s 
 murder 

 

 US Catholics must do more to combat racism, anti-immigrant policies 

 Shades of Hope 

 
 
Caring for our Common Home 

 O Land, Land, Land (Jeremiah 22:29) 

 Pope Francis launches program to put Laudato Si' into action 
 throughout church 

 

 The Eucharist and care of creation – an ancient perspective 
 
 

 

 Drop a Raindrop on This Magical Map and Watch Its Journey to the 
 Ocean 
 

 Enjoying Summer with Creation Care in Mind 
 

 There's a revolution needed. Join it. 
 
 
 
Humor During these Times 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ideas and Suggestions for Families 

 Car Talk: Great questions for parents to share with children before 
 and after Mass 

 
 
Suggestions and Reflections for All of Us 

 Religion After Pandemic 

 After a year of isolation, it’s nice to be noticed 
 

    Don’t Settle for Normal 

    What the pandemic taught me about sacramentality 

https://www.ncronline.org/news/coronavirus/finding-body-christ-different-spiritual-communions?fbclid=IwAR36bOdNNeVnu1FaeJqEuoh0x7--loxD8_977qfuOFsRiFhrb8ohLvYME7g
https://www.ncronline.org/news/coronavirus/finding-body-christ-different-spiritual-communions?fbclid=IwAR36bOdNNeVnu1FaeJqEuoh0x7--loxD8_977qfuOFsRiFhrb8ohLvYME7g
https://www.praytellblog.com/index.php/2021/06/03/ars-praedicandi-body-and-blood-of-christ-year-b-ed-foley/?fbclid=IwAR3Kqv9GeVPDxYhGO_LHXyK2I7Yr5Y2W-SvoWfVYYtw1iHzlCsHBERP4afk
https://www.ncronline.org/news/spirituality/pope-eucharist-bread-sinners-not-reward-saints
http://www.twentythirdpublications.com/haforexmiofh.html
http://www.twentythirdpublications.com/haforexmiofh.html
http://www.twentythirdpublications.com/haforexmiofh.html
http://www.twentythirdpublications.com/grregu.html
https://uscatholic.org/articles/202105/divine-revelation-leads-to-revolution/
https://www.churchpublishing.org/contentassets/67f14b867c35482eafb2b2c44546c60b/stewardship-of-privilege_chart.pdf
https://www.churchpublishing.org/contentassets/67f14b867c35482eafb2b2c44546c60b/stewardship-of-privilege_chart.pdf
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/what_can_we_learn_from_the_worlds_most_peaceful_societies?utm_source=Greater+Good+Science+Center&utm_campaign=8fae4e2f2f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_GG_Newsletter_June_8_2021&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ae73e326e-8fae4e2f2f-52014671
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/what_can_we_learn_from_the_worlds_most_peaceful_societies?utm_source=Greater+Good+Science+Center&utm_campaign=8fae4e2f2f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_GG_Newsletter_June_8_2021&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ae73e326e-8fae4e2f2f-52014671
https://uscatholic.org/articles/202105/is-your-parish-anti-racist/
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/video/item/eight_picture_books_for_aapi_heritage_month?utm_source=Greater+Good+Science+Center&utm_campaign=0cbbd0d33d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_GG_Newsletter_May_18_2021&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ae73e326e-0cbbd0d33d-52014671
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/video/item/eight_picture_books_for_aapi_heritage_month?utm_source=Greater+Good+Science+Center&utm_campaign=0cbbd0d33d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_GG_Newsletter_May_18_2021&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ae73e326e-0cbbd0d33d-52014671
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TOLfWNycD4A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TOLfWNycD4A
https://www.ncronline.org/news/justice/panel-us-catholics-must-do-more-combat-racism-anti-immigrant-policies
https://thecrg.org/collections/Shades_of_Hope?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Shades%20of%20Hope%206_3_21%20Promo%20Natl&utm_id=41431259
https://churchanew.org/brueggemann/o-land-land-land-jeremiah-22-29
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/pope-francis-launches-program-put-laudato-si-action-throughout-church
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/pope-francis-launches-program-put-laudato-si-action-throughout-church
https://www.thinkingfaith.org/articles/eucharist-and-care-creation-%E2%80%93-ancient-perspective?utm_source=Thinking+Faith&utm_campaign=862bb9b5f0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_20_09_24_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_620a4d7197-862bb9b5f0-68834825&mc_cid=862bb9b5f0&mc_eid=638bc4767c
https://www.treehugger.com/drop-raindrop-magical-map-journey-ocean-5186611
https://www.treehugger.com/drop-raindrop-magical-map-journey-ocean-5186611
https://godspacelight.com/2021/06/05/enjoying-summer-with-creation-care-in-mind/
https://godspacelight.com/2021/06/05/enjoying-summer-with-creation-care-in-mind/
https://www.ncronline.org/news/column/where-i-stand/theres-revolution-needed-join-it
https://www.ncronline.org/news/column/where-i-stand/theres-revolution-needed-join-it
https://www.catechist.com/car-talk-great-questions-parents-share-children-mass/?mc_cid=420262e7d1&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://www.catechist.com/car-talk-great-questions-parents-share-children-mass/?mc_cid=420262e7d1&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://churchanew.org/blog/posts/diana-butler-bass-religion-after-pandemic
https://uscatholic.org/articles/202105/after-a-year-of-isolation-its-nice-to-be-noticed/
https://uscatholic.org/articles/202105/after-a-year-of-isolation-its-nice-to-be-noticed/
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/10806/dont-settle-for-normal?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Don%26%2339%3Bt%20settle%20for%20normal&utm_campaign=MM%20Newsletter%2006-02-21
https://uscatholic.org/articles/202106/what-the-pandemic-taught-me-about-sacramentality/
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Technology Considerations 

 How Technology Can Be Part of a Happy Life 

 Franciscan spiritual wisdom to navigate the 'digital continent' 
 

 Showing up Christian online: 8 ways to be 'leaven' on social media 

 How Technology Can Link Teachers, Students, and Parents 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Adding New Luster to Some Older GEMS 
 

     GEMS #77 explored the writing of a spiritual of our spiritual 
autobiography. Here are some more helps and suggestions: 
 

 Writing Spiritual Autobiography as It Relates to the Spiritual 
Exercises, Part 1 
 

 Writing Spiritual Autobiography as It Relates to the Spiritual 
Exercises, Part 2 
 

 Summer Pilgrimage 
 

 Tell Me Your Story: How to Write Your Spiritual Memoir 
 

 How to Write a Spiritual Autobiography 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Janet Schaeffler, OP 
www.janetschaeffler.com 

 jschaeffler@adriandominicans.org 
 

Past issues of GEMS are archived at www.janetschaeffler.com 
 

Additional ideas for Adult Faith Formation Planning and Best Practices can 
be found in: 

 Deepening Faith: Adult Faith Formation in the Parish 
https://www.litpress.org/Products/4652/Deepening-Faith 
 

 The Seasons of Adult Faith Formation 
http://www.lifelongfaith.com/store/p25/The_Seasons_of_Adult_
Faith_Formation.html and http://www.lifelongfaith.com/2015-
adult-faith-formation-symposium.html 

https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/how_technology_can_be_part_of_a_happy_life?utm_source=Greater+Good+Science+Center&utm_campaign=769e43cb9b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_GG_Newsletter_May_20_2021&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ae73e326e-769e43cb9b-52014671
https://www.ncronline.org/news/spirituality/faith-seeking-understanding/franciscan-spiritual-wisdom-navigate-digital-continent
https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/showing-christian-online-8-ways-be-leaven-social-media
https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/showing-christian-online-8-ways-be-leaven-social-media
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/how_technology_can_link_teachers_students_and_parents?utm_source=Greater+Good+Science+Center&utm_campaign=8fae4e2f2f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_GG_Newsletter_June_8_2021&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ae73e326e-8fae4e2f2f-52014671
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/writing-spiritual-autobiography-as-it-relates-to-the-spiritual-exercises-part-1/?utm
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/writing-spiritual-autobiography-as-it-relates-to-the-spiritual-exercises-part-1/?utm
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/writing-spiritual-autobiography-as-it-relates-to-the-spiritual-exercises-part-2/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+dotMagis+%28dotMagis+-+Ignatian+Spirituality%29
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/writing-spiritual-autobiography-as-it-relates-to-the-spiritual-exercises-part-2/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+dotMagis+%28dotMagis+-+Ignatian+Spirituality%29
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/summer-pilgrimage/
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/tell-me-your-story-how-to-write-your-spiritual-memoir
https://classroom.synonym.com/how-to-write-a-spiritual-autobiography-12078440.html
http://www.janetschaeffler.com/
mailto:jschaeffler@adriandominicans.org
http://www.janetschaeffler.com/
https://www.litpress.org/Products/4652/Deepening-Faith
http://www.lifelongfaith.com/store/p25/The_Seasons_of_Adult_Faith_Formation.html
http://www.lifelongfaith.com/store/p25/The_Seasons_of_Adult_Faith_Formation.html
http://www.lifelongfaith.com/2015-adult-faith-formation-symposium.html
http://www.lifelongfaith.com/2015-adult-faith-formation-symposium.html

