ORDER OF BLESSING 
A Parish Hall or Catechetical Center
Adapted from Chapter 16 of the Book of Blessings

	Liturgy Date:
	     
	Time:
	     


	Occasion:
	     

	Location:
	     

	Street:
	     

	Principal Contact:
	     
	Phone:
	     

	E-Mail: 
	     

	Person Preparing the Liturgy: 
	     

	Phone:
	     
	E-Mail: 
	     

	Music Director: 
	     

	Phone:
	     
	E-Mail: 
	     

	Update expected faithful to participate in the liturgy? 
	     

	
	

	Assisting Deacons:
     FORMCHECKBOX 
1 or  FORMCHECKBOX 
2

	Names:
	     

	Master of Ceremonies:

	     

	Ministers to arrange:
	Lectors   FORMCHECKBOX 
1 
	Cantor FORMCHECKBOX 

	Altar Servers
   FORMCHECKBOX 
3 or Other     
	Sacristans  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Number of Ushers\Greeters
:
	     
	

	Musical Instruments planned:
	     

	
	
	

	Assisting Priests Expected:
	
,
	


	
	
,
	


	
	
,
	


	
	
,
	


	Describe where the Cardinal will gather and vest 
	


	

	Describe where the Cardinal will lead the prayer 
	


	


INTRODUCTORY RITES

Processional Hymn

Once all are in place an appropriate processional hymn may be sung which gathers the assembly into a body and accompanies the procession.  

Entrance Hymn:      
Composer:      
Hymnal:      
Presider: 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

R/:  

Amen. 

Presider: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Sprit with you all.
R/:
And with your spirit. 

In the following or similar words, the celebrant prepares those present for the blessing.

Presider: 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A
For a (parish\school) hall.

After much work and prayer by so many members of our parish\school\community, we gather now to bless and dedicate this new [parish] hall. It will be a center for our parish activities and a place where we may come to know one another and give witness to our faith in Christ.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 B
For a catechetical center.

After much work and prayer by so many members of our parish\school\community, we gather now to bless and dedicate this new catechetical center.  Here the young will learn of their Catholic faith and adults will deepen their commitment to live as Christ has taught us. We pray that the Word of God may always echo from its walls.
Reading of the Word of God
(1st Reading-option 1)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ephesians 2:19-22 
 – The whole structure grows into a temple, sacred to the Lord.
Presider:
Brothers and sisters, listen to the words of the first letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians:
Lector:
A reading of the Word of God
Brothers and sisters:

You are no longer strangers and sojourners,


but you are fellow citizens with the holy ones


and members of the household of God, 


built upon the foundation of the Apostles and prophets,


with Christ Jesus himself as the capstone.

Through him the whole structure is held together


and grows into a temple sacred in the Lord;


in him you also are being built together


into a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

 

The Word of the Lord.

Or  Reading of the Word of God
(1st Reading-option 2)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1 Corinthians 3:9c-13, 16-17 
 – The temple of God, which you are, is holy.
Presider:
Brothers and sisters, let us listen to the words of Scripture:
Lector:
Reading from the First Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians:
Brothers and sisters:

You are God’s building.

According to the grace of God given to me,

like a wise master builder I laid a foundation,

and another is building upon it.

But each on must be careful how he builds upon it,

for no one can lay a foundation other than the 

one that is there,

namely, Jesus Christ.

Do you not know that you are the temple of God,

and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?

If anyone destroys God’s temple,

God will destroy that person;

for the temple of God, which you are, is holy.
The word of the Lord.
Or  Reading of the Word of God (1st Reading-option 3)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1 Peter 2:4-9 
 – As living stones, you will be built into a spiritual temple.
Presider:
Brothers and sisters, let us listen to the words of Scripture:
Lector:
Reading from the First Letter of Saint Peter:
Beloved:

Come to the Lord, a living stone, rejected by 
human beings


but chosen and precious in the sight of God,


and, like living stones,


let yourselves be built into a spiritual house


to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices


acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

For it says in Scripture:

Behold, I am laying a stone in Zion,

a cornerstone, chosen and precious,

and whoever believes in it shall not be put to shame.

Therefore, its value is for you who have faith, but for those without faith:

The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone,  and

A stone that will make people stumble,

and a rock that will make them fall.

They stumble by disobeying the word, as is their destiny.

 You are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood,

a holy nation, a people of his own,

so that you may announce the praises” of him

who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light.

 The word of the Lord.
Reading of the Word of God
(Psalm/Canticle-option 1)
As circumstances suggest, one of the following responsorial psalms may be sung or said.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1 Chronicles 29 (sung by Cantor)

R/: We praise your glorious name, O mighty God.


Blessed may you be, O Lord,

God of Israel our Father,

from eternity to eternity. R/

Yours, O Lord, are grandeur and power,

majesty, splendor, and glory.

For all in heaven and on earth is yours;

yours, O Lord, is the sovereignty;

you are exalted as head over all. R/
Riches and honor are from you,

and you have dominion over all.

In your hand are power and might; it is yours to give grandeur 
and strength to all R/
or  Reading of the Word of God
(Psalm/Canticle-option 2)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Psalm 95:1-2, 3-5, 6-7  

R/  Let us come before the Lord with songs of praise.
Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord;

      let us acclaim the Rock of our salvation.

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;

      let us joyfully sing psalms to him.

 

    R/  Let us come before the Lord with songs of praise.

 

For the Lord is a great God,

     and a great king above all gods;

In his hands are the depths of the earth,

     and the tops of the mountains are his.

His is the sea, for he has made it,

      and the dry land, which his hands have formed.

 

    R/  Let us come before the Lord with songs of praise.

 

Come, let us bow down in worship;

      let us kneel before the Lord who made us.

For he is our God,

     and we are the people he shepherds, the flock he guides.

 

    R/  Let us come before the Lord with songs of praise.

Reading of the Word of God
(Gospel-option 1)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Matthew  16:13-19  
 – As living stones, you will be built into a spiritual temple.
You are Peter: I will give you the keys to the Kingdom of heaven.

 

+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew:
 

When Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi


he asked his disciples,


“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah,


still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”

Simon Peter said in reply,


“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

Jesus said to him in reply, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah.

For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father.

And so I say to you, you are Peter,


and upon this rock I will build my Church,


and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

I will give you the keys to the Kingdom of heaven.

Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven;


and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.

As circumstances suggest, the celebrant may give those present a brief explanation of the biblical text, so that they may understand through faith the meaning of the celebration.
Homily 

Intercessions

Presider: 

With praise and thanksgiving, let us ask God, through whom all things are accomplished, to bless this new hall [catechetical center].
Deacon: The response is Hear us, O Lord.
For the Church, that all who are baptized may renew their commitment to Christ, we pray to the Lord: 

R/:  
Hear us, O Lord.
Four our parish\school, that God may continue to bless all our works, we pray to the Lord: 

R/:  
Hear us, O Lord.
For those who, by their work and contributions, helped to build this hall [center], we pray to the Lord: 

R/:  
Hear us, O Lord.
For a parish\school hall
For those who will use this hall, that they may deepen their participation in parish life, we pray to the Lord:

R/:  
Hear us, O Lord.
For a catechetical center
For all those who will use this catechetical center, that they may grow in faith and love for God and the Church, we pray to the Lord: 

R/:
Hear us, O Lord.
After the intercessions the minister, in the following or similar words, invites all present to sing or say the Lord’s Prayer.
Presider: Jesus gathers us in faith and calls us to pray:
Our Father…
Prayer of Blessing

With hands outstretched, the celebrant continues with the prayer of blessing.

Presider: 

God of mercy and truth,

you sent your only Son

to be our Savior and Lord.

He calls us together as his Church

to carry on the work of salvation.

We ask you now to bless us

and all who will use this hall [catechetical center].

May all who come here know the presence of Christ,

experience the joy of his friendship,

and grow in his love.

Grant this through Christ our Lord. 

R./  Amen. 

CONCLUDING RITE

The minister concludes the rite by saying:

Presider: May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,

and may the Word of Christ dwell in you,


so that all that you do in word and in work,


you will do in the name of the Lord.

Then he blesses all present:

Presider: 
And may Almighty God bless you, the Father, the Son, ( and the Holy Spirit.

Deacon:  Go in the peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.
R./  
Thanks be to God. 

Recessional Hymn
Recessional Hymn:      
Composer:      
Hymnal:      
� For smaller liturgies one deacon is required. Normally two deacons to assist the Cardinal or bishop. Contact the Worship Office with questions.


� Fr. Jude Ezuma serves when the cardinal is the main celebrant. The archdiocese has several deacons who have been trained to serve as MC. One will be assigned by the Cardinal’s Office or the Office of Worship for most Confirmation Masses.


�Crucifer, 2 candle bearers, miter\crozier, book (normally the crucifer)


� Welcome, distribute worship aids, assist with communion (& collection if any)


�  Lectionary for Mass, #828.5, Masses for Various Needs and Occasions 


I. For the Holy Church 1. For the Church





�  Lectionary for Mass, #828.2, Masses for Various Needs and Occasions 


I. For the Holy Church 1. For the Church





�  Lectionary for Mass, #828.6, Masses for Various Needs and Occasions 


I. For the Holy Church 1. For the Church





�  Lectionary for Mass, #819.2, Ritual Masses: IX. For the Dedication or Blessing of a


    Church or Altar








�  Lectionary for Mass, #822.2, Ritual Masses: IX. For the Dedication or Blessing of a Church or Altar








