ORDER OF GROUND BLESSING\BREAKING W/O MASS
(Building Site: Parish Hall or other non-church site)

Following Chapter 10 of the Book of Blessings

	Liturgy Date:
	     
	Time:
	     


	Occasion:
	     

	Location:
	     

	Street:
	     

	Principal Contact:
	     
	Phone:
	     

	E-Mail: 
	     

	Person Preparing the Liturgy: 
	     

	Phone:
	     
	E-Mail: 
	     

	Music Director: 
	     

	Phone:
	     
	E-Mail: 
	     

	Update expected faithful to participate in the liturgy? 
	     

	
	

	Assisting Deacons:
     FORMCHECKBOX 
1,  FORMCHECKBOX 
2 

	Names:
	     

	Master of Ceremonies:

	     

	Ministers to arrange:
	Lectors   FORMCHECKBOX 
1  or   FORMCHECKBOX 
2 
	Cantor FORMCHECKBOX 

	Altar Servers
   FORMCHECKBOX 
3 
	Sacristans  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Number of Ushers\Greeters
:
	     
	
	

	Musical Instruments planned:
	     

	
	
	

	Assisting Priests Expected:
	
,
	


	
	
,
	


	
	
,
	


	
	
,
	


	Describe where the Cardinal will gather and vest 
	


	

	Describe where the Cardinal will lead the prayer 
	


	


INTRODUCTORY RITES

Processional Hymn

When the assembly has gathered at the construction site, a suitable song may be sung, for example, psalm 127:1-2 “Unless the LORD builds the house, they labor in vain who build.”
Once all are in place an appropriate processional hymn may be sung which gathers the assembly into a body and accompanies the procession.  

Entrance Hymn:      
Composer:      
Hymnal:      
Presider: 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

R/:  

Amen. 

Presider: 
May the grace of peace of God our Father, the source of all blessings, be with you all.
R/:
And with your spirit. 

In the following or similar words, the celebrant prepares those present for the blessing.

Presider: 
The work we are beginning today should enliven our faith and make us grateful. We know the familiar words of the psalm: “If the Lord does not build the house, in vain do its builders labor.”  Whenever we look to the interests of our neighbor or the community and serve them, we are, in a sense, God’s own co-workers.  Let us pray doe his help through this celebration, my brothers and sisters, that God will bring this construction to successful completion and that his protection will keep those who work on it sage from injury.


Brothers and sisters, listen to the words of the first letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians:
(3:9-11)
Reading of the Word of God

 FORMCHECKBOX 
A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians
1 Cor 3:9-11
For we are God’s co-workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. According to the grace of God given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building upon it. But each one must be careful how he builds upon it, for no one can lay a foundation other than the one that is there, namely, Jesus Christ. 

The Word of the Lord.

Other options

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Isaiah 28:16-17b – I am laying a stone in Zion.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1 Peter 2:4-10 – As you are living stones, you will be built into a spiritual temple.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Luke 6:46-49 – A house with its foundation on a rock.
As circumstances suggest, one of the following responsorial psalms may be sung or said.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Responsorial Psalm (sung by Cantor)
Ps 121

R/: Our Help is from the Lord.


I lift up my eyes toward the mountains

Whence shall help come to me?

My help is from the Lord, 

Who made heaven and earth. R/

May he not suffer your foot to slip;

May he slumber not who guards you:

Indeed he neither slumbers nor sleeps, 

The guardian of Israel. R/
The Lord is your guardian; the Lord is your shade;

He is beside you at your right hand.

The sun shall not harm you by day,

Nor the moon by night. R/
The Lord will guard you from all evil;

He will guard your life.

The Lord will guard your coming and your going,

Both now and forever. R/

 FORMCHECKBOX 
or Psalm 90:12-14, 16-17

R/ Lord, give success to the work of our hands.
As circumstances suggest, the celebrant may give those present a brief explanation of the biblical text, so that they may understand through faith the meaning of the celebration.
Homily 

Intercessions

Presider: 

Brothers and Sisters, let us ask God, our all-powerful Father, that the work we begin today will contribute to the building up of his kingdom and join us in faith and love to Christ, who is the cornerstone.

Deacon: The response is Blessed be God forever.
Lord God, you have given us the knowledge and power to become your co-workers. Let us bless the Lord: 

R/:  
Blessed be God forever.

Through your Son you have chosen to build your Church upon solid rock. Let us bless the Lord: 

R/:  
Blessed be God forever. 

Through the Spirit of your Son you form us into a spiritual house where you make your dwelling place. Let us bless the Lord: 

R/:  
Blessed be God forever.

You inspire in us the firm hope that the building we begin today with your blessing will be brought to completion with your protection. Let us bless the Lord:

R/:  
Blessed be God forever. 

With much labor you shape and polish us into living stones until you make us worthy to be built up into a new and holy Jerusalem. Let us bless the Lord: 

R/:
Blessed be God forever. 

Prayer of Blessing

With hands outstretched, the celebrant continues with the prayer of blessing.

Presider: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
All-powerful and merciful Father, 

You have created all things through your Son

and have made Him the unshakable foundation of your kingdom. 

Through the gift of your eternal wisdom, 

grant that the undertaking we begin today 

for your glory and our own well-being 
may progress day by day to its successful completion. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

R./  Amen. 

or

 FORMCHECKBOX 
O God, the builder of all things,

you have placed on us the obligation of toil.

Grant that the work we begin

may serve to better our lives

and through your goodness contribute

to the spread of the Kingdom of Christ,

who lives and reigns with your and the Holy Spirit,

on God, for ever and ever.

R./  Amen. 

As circumstances suggest, the celebrant sprinkles the construction site (and the cornerstone) with holy water. (The laying of the cornerstone then takes pace, as the people sing a suitable song.) 

At this point, a ceremonial breaking of the ground may take place.

CONCLUDING RITE

Closing Remarks

Final Blessing

Presider: 
May the Lord almighty bless you and kindly receive that desires of your hearts.

R./  
Amen

Presider: 
May the Lord give you trust in him, so that you will do all things in his name.

R./  
Amen

Presider: 
May the Lord regard your work with kindness and watch over your lives.

R./  
Amen. 

Presider: 
And may Almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, ( and the Holy Spirit.

Deacon:  Go in the peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.
R./  
Thanks be to God. 

Recessional Hymn
Recessional Hymn:      
Composer:      
Hymnal:      
� For smaller liturgies one deacon is required. Normally two deacons to assist the Cardinal or bishop. Contact the Worship Office with questions.


� Fr. Tom Lam serves when the cardinal is the main celebrant. The archdiocese has several deacons who have been trained to serve as MC. One will be assigned by the Cardinal’s Office or the Office of Worship for most Confirmation Masses.


�Crucifer, 2 candle bearers, miter\crozier, book (normally the crucifer)


� Welcome, distribute worship aids, assist with communion (& collection if any)





